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AKE GRENVIK
JULY 10, 1929—SEPT. 5, 2021

A

LEON L. HALEY JR.
NOV. 6, 1964—JULY 24, 2021

I

Chenits Pettigrew, director
of the Office of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion at Pitt
Med, recalls, “No matter
how busy his schedule was,
he always found 30 minutes of
his time to give to you, even if it
Haley Jr.
was just a ‘How are you?’”
Haley is remembered by friends
and family not only as a talented physician,
but also as a dedicated father to his three
children, Nichelle, Wesley and Grant. All
three played sports, and Haley made a point
to never miss a game. (Grant Haley now plays
for the Los Angeles Rams. See inside front
cover.) “That can’t have been easy with his
schedule,” says Pettigrew. “It was important
to him.”
At Leon Haley’s funeral, which was livestreamed from Pittsburgh’s Wesley Center
A.M.E. Zion Church, where he was baptized
in 1965, Grant Haley said his father was “the
greatest man I’ll ever know.”
Six days after Haley’s death, 152 UF
Health Jacksonville staff were vaccinated in
Haley’s honor. —KV

ke Grenvik, founding
n December 2020, Leon Haley Jr. (MD
chief of critical care
’90) rolled up his sleeve and received the
medicine at Pitt, crefirst COVID-19 vaccine administered in
ated one of the first critical the state of Florida. This was typical Haley, his
care training programs in the friends and colleagues say. He believed it’s not
world, innovating his field, says enough to simply treat patients; a physician
his protégé, Derek Angus, who’s must truly empathize and understand them.
Grenvik
now Distinguished Professor and
Haley, dean of the University of Florida
Mitchell P. Fink Professor of Critical Care College of Medicine and CEO of UF Health,
Medicine at Pitt and executive vice president Jacksonville, was a prominent figure in the
and chief innovation officer at UPMC.
vaccine rollout in his local area. He adminisAngus recalls Grenvik’s kindness and gen- tered 15 vaccines to colleagues at UF Health
erosity. In the summer, Grenvik welcomed his before leaving work on July 23, 2021.
fellows into his home, threw pool parties and
The following day, he died in a jet
made Swedish meatballs. “Ake was a tireless ski malfunction in West Palm Beach. He
supporter,” Angus says. “We were all his fam- was 56.
ily. He was a second father to us.”
Haley offered mentoring and guidBorn in Sweden, Grenvik graduated from ance locally for students at Edward Waters
the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm and, University, a historically Black institution.
after studying mechanical ventilation, received He had been a champion of diversity, equity
his PhD from Uppsala University in 1966. and inclusion efforts dating back to his med
He then moved to the United States and school days.
became a professor of anesthesiology at Pitt in 1968. Grenvik’s
tenure as critical care chief lasted
30 years; he remained a leading faculty member and mentor
until he retired as Distinguished
HENRY E. SIMMONS
Service Professor of Critical Care
MD ’57
RICHARD V. SKIBBENS
Medicine.
JULY 16, 2021
MD ’49
Throughout his career,
OCT. 17, 2021
ALVIN MARKOVITZ
Grenvik trained generations of
MD ’58
critical care physicians, estabAUG. 30, 2021
lished standards of ethical and
HENRY C. LEWIS
LAWRENCE M. GILFORD
humanitarian care in medicine
MD ’53
MD ’59
and produced an influential
SEPT. 29, 2021
AUG. 25, 2021
body of work on defining such
MAURICE E. ROUGRAFF
terms as “brain dead” and “critiMD ’54
cal care triage.” He was a drivAUG. 12, 2021
BERNARD B. DAVIS JR.
ing force behind the developMD ’61
GENE R. BOUCH
SEPT. 4, 2021
ment of Pitt’s Winter Institute
MD ’55
for Simulation, Education and
JULY 30, 2021
JOEL SAFIER
Research (WISER).
MD ’64, RES ’66
EDWIN S. KREMER JR.
OCT. 28, 2021
Angus says, “There is a sense
MD ’55
that we don’t make people like
JULY 18, 2021
Ake anymore. I hope that’s not
KENNETH I. RANNEY
BERNARD L.
true. His was a life lived. Oh,
MD ’55
ROTTSCHAEFER
that the rest of us could be so
NOV. 17, 2021
MD ’71
lucky.” —Kari Villanueva
AUG. 25, 2021
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DAVID E. BROUGHER
MD ’56
SEPT. 23, 2021
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RICHARD G. CASSOFF
MD ’73
NOV. 14, 2021

MARVIN A. RACHELEFSKY
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JULY 24, 2021
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JULY 12, 2021
HUGH JAMES FRANCIS
ROBERTSON
FEL ’75
JUNE 1, 2021
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BETTY B. CHIDESTER
MD ’80
SEPT. 1, 2021
RICHARD A. SHUBIN
MD ’82
JULY 1, 2021
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RUSSELL RULE RYCHECK
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DEC. 17, 2021

